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Dear Mr Carleton,

Thank you for your e-mails of 12 October and 13 November. Following my letter of 11
September, a search has been carried out in the official registers of arms and pedigrees
for families of Carleton (and variants) in Yorkshire, and | now write to report the results.

These registers, which began about 1530 and continue to the present day, can be divided
into the following broad categories: the records of some ten thousand grants and
confirmations of arms made by the heralds in the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries,
evidenced by patents, blazons and sketches; pedigrees and arms recorded at the heralds’
Visitations of the counties of England and Wales, surveys conducted between 1530 and
1687 to ensure that arms were borne with proper authority; certificates recording the
funerals conducted by the heralds in the 16th and 17th centuries; several series of
pedigrees voluntarily recorded from the end of the Visitations down to the present day;
the full text of every patent granting arms from 1673 onwards; and the Earl Marshal’s
Books, which contain among other items royal licences and warrants of precedence.

The heralds® Visitations of the 16th and 17th centuries contain approximately fourteen
Carleton entries; however, only one is in a Yorkshire Visitation, and it concerns a family
of Carleton, rather than a family named Carleton. The Visitation of Yorkshire made in
1584/85 includes a pedigree of four generations, headed by Galfrydus de Carleton. His
son Eudo de Carleton (living in 1299) had two sons: one of them, Galfridus fitz Ewdo,
had a son William fitz Galfrydi. living in 25 Edward Il (that is, the year 1351-52). No
coat of arms was given, nor information about any later generations of this family [Coll
Arm 2nd D.5, 138]. Some of the names in this pedigree have been Latinized; as you may
know, ‘Galfridus’ is Geoffrey, and *Eudo’ is Eudes or Hudde. There are ten places
named Carl(e)ton in the county of Yorkshire, as well as the following places with a
compound name: Carlton Highdale, Carlton Husthwaite, Carlton Miniott, Carlton Town
and Carlton-with-Fosham. Further research would be required to ascertain which of
these was the residence of Galfridus and Eudo who appear in the pedigree.



The heralds® Visitations do not have any entry for the surname Caulton; there are four
Calton references, but none is in Yorkshire,

Since the end of the Visitation period (c. 1688), twelve Carleton pedigrees have been
placed on official record here, but none of them concerns a Yorkshire family of the name.
At least seven of the pedigrees relate to a family of Carleton which originated in
Cumberland and later spread to other parts of Britain. One branch of this family, resident
in County Down, Ireland. included Sir Guy Carleton, who had an extremely distinguished
army career on the continent of North America and was Governor of Quebec from 1768
to 1778. Created Lord Dorchester in 1786, he died in 1808 at the age of eighty-four.

Since our registers began in the 16th century, some ten confirmations or grants of
armorial bearings have been made to individuals named Carleton (three of them relating
to Lord Dorchester or members of his family), and three to individuals named Carlton.
Again, there is no reference to Yorkshire; and the only reference to anyone connected
with the North American continent relates to Lord Dorchester.

The coat of arms illustrated in the margin of your notes entitled *The Carleton Family
Name’ can be blazoned Argent on a Bend Sable three Mascles Argent. Together with
the crest Issuant from a Coronet Or a Unicorn’s Head Sable, the mane and horn
Argent and Sable alternately. it was recorded at a number of heralds” Visitations for a
family of Carleton stemming from Walton on Thames in Surrey. For example, at the
heralds’ Visitation of London in 1633/34, a pedigree cf three generations of the family
was entered [Coll Arm C.24, 158b]. Mo dates or biographical particulars were given.
Anyone wishing to claim the arms and crest would have to prove an unbroken descent in
the legitimate male line from this Carleton family. From the information you have
supplied about your ancestry, it would not appear that you possess such a descent, and as
vou know, your own family would not therefore be able to establish any entitlement to
these arms.

Prior to the beginning of the official registers of the College in the 1530s, there was no
central registry of armorial bearings. However, a consolidated index to medieval arms is
now being published, the Dictionary of British Arms: Medieval Ordinary, derived from
sources such as rolls of arms. monuments, seals and stained glass. The arms Argent on a
Bend Sable three Mascles Argent are listed in volume 11 (1996), and date from at least
as early as 1510, when they appear in a manuscript of that date in the collections of the
College of Arms, attributed to John Carleton of Walton on Thames, Surrey [Coll Arm
L.9. 24b]. He was presumably an ancestor of the Visitation family mentioned above.

Many of the heralds’ Visitations have been edited for publication, often with the addition
of further genealogical material. The Visitation of Yorkshire in 1563 and 1564 (Harleian
Society, volume 16, 1881), was edited by C.B. Northcliffe. Dugdale s Visitation of
Yorkshire with Additions, edited by J.W. Clay (three volumes, 1899-1917), is an
expanded edition of the Visitation of Yorkshire made in 1664-65. Neither work has a
pedigree of Carleton or Carlton. J.W. Walker’s Yorkshire Pedigrees (Harleian Society,







